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We acknowledge the Ngunnawal and Ngambri people as the Traditional 
Custodians of the land on which ANU Sport operates. We recognise the 
continuing connection to lands, waters, and communities of all Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people. We pay our respect to Elders, past and 

present, and commit to standing with our First Nations people.
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PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

BOARD 
REPORTS

2024 was another strong year for ANU Sport. We continued  
to see high participation rates across our short courses and  
programs, and exceptional performances in local, national  
and international club and intervarsity competitions.  
Congratulations to all our members and thank you to all our 
volunteers for your ongoing dedication and contributions to 
our community! 

ANU Sport successfully coordinated the interhall sports  
competition for the first time in 2024, following the winding  
up of the Interhall Sports Organisation. We look forward to  
continuing this program with the ongoing support of the  
University and Residential Halls. 

UniSport Nationals were held in Canberra in 2024, with ANU 
Sport hosting several events at our facilities. I would like to 
acknowledge the efforts of ANU Sport staff and volunteers 
who helped make this a memorable week of competition. We 
also achieved our best results ever – with 16 podium finishes 
across 10 different sports, as well as being the recipient of the 
John White Spirit Award. All competitors should be incredibly 
proud of these results – well done!

ANU Sport athletes and officials represented at local,  
national and international levels. As always, it was wonderful 
to celebrate the achievements of our students, community 
members and clubs at the annual Blues Awards in November. 
In 2024, we awarded an impressive 43 Half Blues and 5 Full 
Blues across 16 different sports. You will see a showcase of 
ANU Sport’s members and award recipients from the past 60+ 
years in our foyer and hall of fame (between Building 19 and 
the new sports halls).

2024 was a transformative year for ANU Sport. After nearly 
7 years in the role, Ms Katrina O’Mahony stepped down as 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO). ANU Sport provides a  
heartfelt thanks Ms O’Mahony for her significant contributions 
and wishes her all the best!

Following a robust recruitment process, Ms Kathleen  
McCaskie was promoted to the CEO role in July. We are 
grateful for Ms McCaskie’s enthusiasm, solid understanding 
of our organisation and community, and ability to foster a 
positive culture amongst our staff and members. 

On the strategy and operations front, ANU Sport launched a 
new Reformer Pilates studio; introduced new training passes 
for our Level 3 gym; and entered a new partnership to provide 
fitness training and assessment sessions to current and future 
Australian Defence Force members. It has been fantastic to 
see the popularity and success of these initiatives, all of  
which are contributing to our ongoing financial sustainability 
and growth. 
 
We also commenced two significant governance improvement 
activities – the club incorporation project and ANU Sport  
constitution reform. Both initiatives seek to: 
•	 support the ongoing success and sustainability of ANU 

Sport and our clubs.
•	 enhance the governance practices of our organisation  

and our clubs; and
•	 facilitate the positive, safe and fair engagement of all  

members in our community.
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These projects will bring our governance practices in line with 
current legislative requirements and better practice industry 
standards and improve our ability to deliver on our purpose  
to promote sport, recreation and wellbeing opportunities for  
the ANU community. We look forward to progressing these  
initiatives in 2025.   
 
On finances, we achieved an exceptionally good result in 2024, 
with a surplus of over $650,000. A large portion of this is due 
to a 30% increase in SSAF funding, which is a testament to 
our strengthened ties with the University. Despite the ongoing 
campus freeze on capital works, we have worked with the  
University to progress several facility and equipment upgrades 
to put these funds back towards our members. You can read 
more about our financial results in the Treasurer’s report.

Our healthy financial position is also thanks to the sound  
financial stewardship of our management team and Board 
directors. In particular, I would like to thank:
•	 Mr Jonathon Painting, Business and Finance Manager,  

for his contributions that have improved the financial  
maturity of our growing organisation. After almost 5 years, 
Mr Painting has recently finished up at ANU Sport to move 
interstate with his family. We wish him all the best; and 

•	 Mr Neil Parsons, Treasurer and Life Member, for  
his long-lasting contributions to the organisation.  
Mr Parsons has been a volunteer Board director for 30 
years, 24 of which he has been the elected Treasurer,  
and will be stepping down at the 2025 AGM in line with  
our Constitution. Mr Parsons has been a stalwart of ANU  
Sport and will be missed.

After over 9 years on the Board, I will also be stepping down 
at the 2025 AGM in line with our Constitution. It has been 
incredibly rewarding volunteering as a director of ANU Sport, 
especially for the past 5 years as President. I am grateful for 
the efforts and support of my fellow Board directors and the 
ANU Sport staff. I particularly want to thank the CEOs I have 
worked with: Mr Michael Brady, Ms Katrina O’Mahony and  
Ms Kathleen McCaskie. They have each diligently led the  
organisation and played a significant role in growing the  
value, outreach and professionalisation of the organisation.

ANU Sport made a $656,227 surplus in 2024. This is a very 
strong result and continues the good financial performance we 
have seen in the in the last seven years. This is despite  
several continuing challenges including the effects on the 
University from Covid and lower international student  
numbers.  We received a SSAF funding increase of $295,571 
and facility hire was $132,069 higher after disruptions for 
repairs and upgrades in the previous period.  ANU Sport is in 
a very good financial position with a healthy balance sheet, 
money in the bank and low levels of debt.  

We have more than $5 million in the bank.  Some of this is 
committed to capital projects like the new South Oval pavilion 
and some is needed as working capital.  The campus wide 
freeze on new capital projects since Covid is still in place.  
This has meant we have not been able to progress these  
larger projects. Some smaller capital projects that were 
completed in 2024 include a new pontoon for the rowing shed, 
new gym and cardio equipment, a new foyer and the fit out 
and equipment for the new Reformer studio. In partnership 
with the University, we have continued to be able to do a  
variety of repairs and upgrades. These include maintenance 
work to the roof and walls of New Sports hall and the  
Pavillions, along with new floors in Building 19.  

We recognise the valuable role that clubs play in providing 
sporting opportunities for members and are keen to ensure 
the clubs continue to be well supported.  They are an  
important facet of university life for thousands of students.  
We paid $231,706 in cash grants as well as significant facility 
hire subsidies to clubs.  We also gave $25,000 as Elite Athlete 
Grants and were able to support social sport, interhall sport 
and UniSport Nationals.  

I would like to thank our CEO Kathleen McCaskie and the 
entire ANU Sport team for their outstanding energy and skill 
they consistently bring each day.  This has been a very busy 
year with some turnover resulting in temporary vacancies 
and staff shortages. Despite this they have all jumped in and 
made sure operations went smoothly.  Kitty and her senior 
managers Jonathon Painting and Ryan Davies have led the 
organisation with the attitude of always looking to improve 
and innovate.  Finally, as Treasurer I would especially like to 
acknowledge Jonathon Painting who has recently left and 
moved away for family reasons.  He has been a brilliant  
Finance Manager and his skill, energy and constant interest  
in seeking improvement has greatly benefitted ANU Sport.  
We will miss him. 

TREASURER’S 
REPORT

Treasurer
Neil Parsons

General Manager - Business & Finance
Jonathon Painting

President
Jacqui Williams

ANU Sport is committed to providing high quality services and 
facilities to our members. I encourage you all to continue to 
engage with ANU Sport, and work together to make further 
improvements for the ANU Sport community. 

With a strong membership base, pipeline of programs and 
stable financial position, ANU Sport is well positioned for the 
future. Here’s to the next chapter of ANU Sport!
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Reflecting on the past year, I am proud to share the  
remarkable achievements and milestones reached by our 
team and the community in 2024. This year has been a 
testament to our dedication to enhancing the infrastructure, 
governance, and overall experience for our members. 

The year started strong with substantial improvements to  
our facilities including a full resurface of Willows Oval  
synthetic and the New Sports Hall, with the Sports Hall  
including upgrades to cladding, windows and painting. 
The North and South Oval pavilions also received some 
much-needed repairs including paint work and building 
restoration. These upgrades have significantly improved the 
usability and appearance of these pavilions, making them 
more inviting for our members.  

In the second half of the year, we successfully saw the  
delivery and installation of a new pontoon on Sullivans Creek, 
further enhancing our outdoor sports amenities. Towards the 
end of 2024, an oval lighting project commenced, intended 
to upgrade the oval lighting on Willows and South Oval. This 
project is scheduled to be completed in early 2025. 

One of the significant highlights of the year was the  
redevelopment of the ANU Sport Foyer. The new foyer now 
showcases photos from over 60 years of community sport at 
the ANU, along with other improvements to furniture and bag 
storage for the fitness centre. This redevelopment not only 
enhances the aesthetic appeal of the foyer but also serves as 
a tribute to our rich sporting history.

We made significant investments in fitness centre equipment, 
purchasing new dumbbells, rowers, sled tracks, a hack squat, 
and a smith machine, and expanding the footprint with the 
removal of the older storeroom and introduction of a dedicated 
boxing space. These additions have expanded the range of 
equipment and activities available to our members, facilitating 
diverse and effective workouts. 

The team were busy continuing to enhance our offering of 
sport and wellbeing programs. This included a new  
initiative partnering with UniSport and Adecco to facilitate 
fitness testing for the Australian Defence Force and launching 
our new state-of-the-art reformer Pilates studio, adding to our 
diverse fitness program offerings. This new Pilates studio has 
been well received by our members and has quickly become 
a popular addition to our fitness facilities, particularly among 
students with our accessible pricing structure. 

Our Affiliated Clubs had another successful year with  
membership numbers continuing to increase across many 
Clubs, making ANU Sports Clubs among the largest and most 
successful in Canberra. Premierships and podium finishes are 
becoming a common occurrence for many Clubs, including 
the AFL Women’s Team in the 2024 Canberra Times  
Division 1, and their coach Declan Butorac winning  
Community Women’s Coach of the Year for a consecutive 
year, the Men’s Football Club winning seven premierships 
including U23 Capital Premier League, Women’s Hockey 
winning the Capital League 2 minor and major Premiership, 
and the Third Grade Rugby Men’s Rugby Team going back to 
back winning their Premiership again in 2024. 

There were a several international representatives across our 
Club community including Hamish Harding, Caleb Antill and 
Anneka Reardon from the Boat Club represented Australia at 
the 2024 World Rowing Championships, and from the Rugby 
Club Siokapesi Palu, Tania Naden, Ashlet Fernandez, Lydia 
Ratu Kavoa and Faitala Moleka selected for the Wallaroos, 
Iris Verebalavu selected for Fiji, Toby Macpherson and Harvey 
Cordukes selected for the Australian U20s and Charlie Cale 
selected for the Wallabies.

Students welcomed the new Interhall Sport program, with 
ANU Sport managing the competition elements and facilitating 
strong competition to foster a sense of community and healthy 
competition between Residential Colleges. Congratulations to 
Bruce Hall for winning the Sports Shield in 2024, after a tight 
battle on the field between the Residential Colleges. Interhall 
Sport and our Affiliated Clubs lay the foundations for ANU 
Sport to ensure the largest representation at UniSport  
Nationals, held in Canberra in 2024, with a contingent of over 
350 students representing 27 teams and individual sports. 
The teams achieved a record 16 podium finishes, with the 
ANU Team collectively winning the John White Spirit Award.   

Cultivating operational and governance efficiency continues to 
be a key priority. Key projects such as the implementation of a 
key management system to simplify the collection and return 
of facility keys, improving administration efficiency and  
enhanced security of our facilities. Further, the  
commencement of a review of the organisation’s  
constitution and assisting all Affiliated Clubs to become 
incorporated are essential steps towards ensuring that our 
organisation operates under a robust and transparent  
governance framework that meets contemporary standards. 
The organisation concluded the year with a healthy surplus 
of over $650,000, thanks to the exceptional management of 
expenditure, and growth in programs.  

These accomplishments are a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of our admin team and the broader ANU Sport 
community. I would like to give particular thanks to the  
management team, including Jonathon Painting and Ryan 
Davies, who have played a key role in ensuring stability and 
focus of the wider team to achieve our operational goals. I 
would also like to extend my thanks to the Board of ANU  
Sport for their guidance and trust in me to lead this incredible  
organisation. I would also like to extend my gratitude to  
Jacqui Williams, outgoing President, and Neil Parsons, 
outgoing Treasurer for their combined contribution of nearly 
40 years to the ANU Sport Board, and community. They have 
both played a significant role in making the organisation what 
it is today, and their leadership and guidance will be greatly 
missed.  I am confident in continuing the momentum in the 
coming year, continuing to provide exceptional facilities and 
services for all our members. 

Chief Executive Officer
Kathleen McCaskie
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2024 saw significant changes in the gym and group fitness  
spaces of ANU Sport. This focused on updating and  
improving the quality and selection of gym equipment. New 
machines were acquired, including a standing bench press, 
hack squat, and a smith machine. Additionally, barbells, 
dumbbells, and weight plates in the main gym and S&C  
spaces were replaced. 

To maximize space in the main gym, an old office and  
storeroom were repurposed into a new boxing area, providing 
a dedicated space and allowing more room in the Functional 
Training Studio for new Concept II cardio equipment.

In November, the ANU Sport Reformer Pilates studio was  
officially opened, featuring advanced Reformers. The studio 
has seen high demand since its opening, leading to the  
addition of more classes.  

In October, the annual Powerlifting Meet was held at ANU 
Sport, offering gym members an opportunity to showcase their 
training progress. It was well attended by friends and gym 
members who came to show their support.  
 
Health and Fitness Manager 
Mark Boylin
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ANU SPORT 
GYM BY THE

NUMBERS
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were conducted in 2024 

2108 
GROUP  
FITNESS CLASSES 

588 
PERSONAL 
TRAINER
SESSIONS

were activated at ANU Sport in 2024.

300,343 
GYM 
SESSIONS

At the end of November, after 
months of planning and work, 
ANU Sport opened a  
Reformer Pilates studio. The 
studio features 9 advanced 
wooden-framed  
Reformers with cream leather 
and matching accessories, 
high-quality audio, and new 
full-length mirrors. 
 
Since opening, we have 
increased our sessions from 
14 per week to 18 and we are 
currently at 21 session per 
week, with no sign of demand 
slowing down!  
 
In December we had over 
500 entries to the Reformer 
studio, attending classes from 
some of Canberra’s most 
experienced instructors.
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2024 saw UniSport Nationals be held in Canberra for the first 
time since the 1980’s. ANU Sport was able to host a range of 
sports in partnership with UniSport Australia, including  
Ultimate Disc, Rugby 7’s, Kendo & Volleyball.   
 
ANU reached new heights in 2024, with a record-breaking 
346 students participating across 23 sports. This marked the 
highest level of engagement in years, showcasing a vibrant 
and inclusive sports culture. Not only was this participation 
impressive, but it also led to ANU’s most successful Nationals 
campaign to date. 

Among the highlights was a historic Gold Medal victory in  
Division 1 Men’s Hockey, breaking a decades-long drought 
since their last championship win in 1984. The Women’s  
Division 2 Basketball walked away winners after a dominant 
performance against Murdoch University winning 56-43 to 
claim the gold. Bec Jones won Gold in the Women’s  
Para-rowing to add to the Universities tally. Both the Men’s 
and Women’s Fencing claimed gold medals, with further gold 
being won in Women’s Division 1 Triathlon and Cross Country.
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ANU added three Silver Medals to their tally: Division 1 
Women’s Distance Running, Division 1 Men’s Single Scull, 
and Division 1 Men’s (team) Distance Running. Six Bronze 
Medals rounded out the university’s achievements: Division 
1 Men’s Distance Running, Division 1 Women’s (team)  
Distance Running, Division 1 Mixed Squash, Division 1 
Mixed Ultimate Disc, Division 1 Men’s Team Fencing, and 
Division 1 Women’s Kendo. 

The John White Spirit Champions award celebrates the 
university that exemplifies outstanding sportsmanship, 
camaraderie, and enthusiasm during the UniSport Nationals. 
In 2024, the Australian National University (ANU) earned this 
prestigious title, showcasing exemplary spirit throughout the 
event held in Canberra. Votes for the award were submitted 
daily by competition managers, university team managers, 
UniSport staff, and event volunteers. This recognition  
highlights the importance of fostering a positive and inclusive 
atmosphere in competitive sports, where teamwork and  
mutual respect shine as brightly as athletic achievements. 

In June ANU Sport partnered with the ANU Tjabal Centre to 
enter a team into UniSport Australia’s Indigenous Nationals 
held in Wollongong. The annual event celebrates the  
athleticism, culture and community of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students from across Australia. The ANU side 
were able to secure a win in each of the four sports played 
(Netball, Basketball, Touch Football & Volleyball) finishing 
overall 23rd six places higher than the previous year.  
 
Sport Manager
Kirsty McDonald 

JOINT ACHIEVEMENTS:
	● ANU Sport won the John 

White Spirit Award 

	● 16 Podium Finishes – 
Our best result ever!

GOLD MEDALS:
	● Div 1 Men’s Hockey
	● Div 1 Men’s Fencing
	● Div 1 Women’s Fencing
	● Div 1 Women’s  

Para-Rowing
	● Div 1 Women’s Triathlon
	● Div 1 Women’s Cross 

Country
	● Div 2 Women’s  

Basketball

SILVER MEDALS:
	● Div 1 Women’s Distance 

Running (Individual)
	● Div 1 Men’s Rowing
	● Div 1 Men’s Distance 

Running

BRONZE MEDALS:
	● Div 1 Men’s Distance 

Running (Individual)
	● Div 1 Women’s Distance 

running (Team)
	● Div 1 Mixed Squash
	● Div 1 Mixed Ultimate
	● Div 1 Men’s Fencing 

(Team)
	● Div 1 Women’s Kendo 

NATIONALS 
ACHIEVEMENTS
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2024 marked a significant milestone as ANU Sport took  
ownership of Interhall sport for the first time, bringing a new energy 
and organisation to the competition. One key introduction this year 
was the implementation of Duty Officials, who played a crucial role 
in maintaining fair play and efficient operations across all sports. 
Additionally, two new sports, Dodgeball and AFL 9s, were added to 
the roster, both proving to be highly successful and popular among 
participants. Notably, Toad Hall competed in their very first Interhall 
Competition, making a valuable contribution in the Term 3 Table 
Tennis competition.  
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In Term 1, the competition kicked off with Tennis, Ultimate Disc, 
Touch Football and Road Relay.  Burgmann came out strong, 
emerging victorious in the Tennis, beating Burton and Garran 
Hall in the finals. John XXIII College claimed top spot in  
Ultimate Disc, beating Burgmann, and dominated both Men’s* 
and Women’s* Touch Football, beating Wright and Fenner 
respectively. The Road Relay saw Bruce taking the win, with 
Burton and Garran coming in a close second.

Term 2 kept the momentum going with the debut of AFL 9s, 
alongside Badminton and Basketball. AFL 9s saw both John’s 
and Wright dominate the finals in the Men’s* and Women’s* 
competitions, with John’s taking the win in both. Burgmann 
came out on top in Badminton in a very close match against 
UniLodge. Basketball saw Bruce triumph in the Men’s*  
competition, with John’s as the runners up, while John’s  
took the Women’s* title, beating Fenner in the finals.  

Term 3 brought intense competition in Women’s* Netball, Mixed 
Netball, Table Tennis and Soccer. John XXIII College emerged 
as winners in Women’s* Netball, beating Fenner in a nail-biting 
final. Ursula Hall claimed victory in Mixed Netball, claiming 
their first win in the Interhall Competition for 2024. Table Tennis 
saw tough competition among many colleges, with Fenner Hall 
taking the win. In Soccer, Wright won the Men’s* competition, 
while Bruce triumphed in the Women’s* competition in a close 
game, winning by one goal against Wamburun.  

The year concluded with the highly anticipated introduction  
of Dodgeball alongside, Volleyball, Lawn Bowls and the  
adventurous Inward Bound in Term 4. Dodgeball saw  
Wamburan defeat Wright Hall in a close final causing them to 
go into overtime. In the Volleyball, Fenner took out the title in 
the Men’s identifying competition, while Bruce took the crown in 
the Women’s identifying competition. John’s claimed their final 
win of the year in Lawn Bowls with a close game against Bruce 
Hall. Inward Bound, a hallmark of endurance and teamwork at 
ANU returned for another year. This adventurous competition 
challenged participants to navigate unknown terrain, testing 
their physical and mental limits. Congratulations to Bruce Hall 
for being the overall winner of this event. 

Overall, 2024 was a spectacular year for Interhall Sport at ANU, 
with new initiatives and sports adding to the excitement and 
competition. Well done to all participants and a huge  
congratulations to Bruce Hall for taking home the Interhall 
Shield with only a 5-point difference between them and second 
place, John XXIII College. 
 
Campus Engagement Officer
Alex Kuzis

INTERHALL  
L A D D E R
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AFL 
AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL

AIKIDO
The ANU Aikido Club experienced growth in membership and 
individual member development this year. Chief Instructor 
John Turnbull maintains high standards by teaching  
techniques and emphasizing principles such as ki extension, 
centering, softness, mindfulness, flow, and yin/yang. The club 
holds regular meditation sessions at the beginning of Friday 
classes to help members apply these principles effectively. 
This approach contributed to membership growth, retention, 
and active participation.  
 
The club has also been socially active, organizing regular  
activities to foster interaction among members outside of  
training sessions. These activities have been well attended.

The club’s achievements in 2024 include: 

	● Women’s Team winning the 2024 Canberra Times  
Division One Premiership  

	● Men’s Reserve Team making the Preliminary Final  

	● Declan Butorac receiving the Community Women’s  
Division One Coach of the Year Award for the second 
consecutive year 
 

	● Izaak Van Ree being awarded the AFL Canberra 2024 
Volunteer of the Year Award 

	● Simon Tuan winning the National Over 55s Best & Fairest 
at the AFL National Carnival 
  
 

	● Rich Davis and Will Downing both reaching the  
100-game milestone 
 

	● Emma Dunn and Iman Koutsoukou both reaching the  
50-game milestone 
 

	● The ANUAFC Futures Group hosting the inaugural ANU-
AFC Patrons Dinner with 2024 Patron Barrie Cassidy 
 

	● Participation in AFL Themed Rounds including  
Anzac Round, Indigenous Round, and Pride Round

In 2024, the club conducted two beginner courses,  
successfully recruiting new members with high retention  
rates post-course. In September, several members  
attended a weekend seminar with a visiting Shihan, who  
provided insights on the martial foundation of Aikido. Club 
members were recognized for their quality of training and 
standard level by the Shihan. Additionally, some members 
participated in an Aikido seminar in Melbourne, promoting 
cooperation within the Aikido community. Overall, 2024 was  
a successful year for the club.

ANUAFC fielded three teams in the AFL Canberra Community competition, with approximately 100 members across the club. 
The club’s women’s team won the Premiership, while the men’s second-grade team reached the preliminary final.  



3029CLUB REPORTS

BASKETBALLBADMINTON
In 2024, the ANU Badminton Club continued to grow,  
welcoming over 200 members. With twice-weekly  
sessions, players of all levels had regular opportunities  
to train, socialise, and improve their skills.  
 
A key event of the year was the ANU Closed Tournament, 
which attracted more than 150 entries, demonstrating the 
depth of talent within the club. Members also represented 
ANU in interclub competitions and Canberra tournaments, 
gaining competitive experience and connecting with the 
broader badminton community. The club-maintained  
affordability, ensuring badminton remained accessible at ANU. 
This commitment to inclusivity allowed a diverse range of 
players to participate without financial barriers. Overall, 2024 
saw strong participation, competitive achievements, and  
community engagement. The club aims to continue this  
momentum and welcome even more players in 2025. 

2024 was another dynamic year for the ANU Basketball 
Club, marked by both triumphs and challenges. Our standout 
achievement came at UniSport Nationals, where the Women’s 
Division 2 team claimed the championship title, showcasing 
incredible determination and teamwork. The Men’s UniSport 
Nationals team also performed admirably, staying competitive  
throughout and narrowly missing out on a podium finish. Our 
Premier League programs continued to evolve, with the Men’s 
Premier 1 and 2 teams maintaining consistency despite the 
departure of several long-term players. This year also marked 
the reintroduction of a CPL team, an exciting step for the club. 
While the record may not reflect it, the team demonstrated 
great potential and enthusiasm, making a strong case for their 
return next year. Our social competitions thrived once again, 
buoyed by the return of many familiar faces. However, with 
the upcoming departures of Vincent and Jamie, the future of 
our social programs will require careful planning to ensure 
continued success. 

Alongside our successes, the club faced its fair share of  
hurdles. Governance challenges persisted, with some  
difficulties in ensuring all players were registered members 
and a recurring struggle to collect outstanding fees. These 
financial gaps remain an area of concern that the club must 
address proactively in the coming year. Additionally, the  
reliance on key individuals within the committee continues 
to place a strain on operations, particularly as life transitions 
affect availability and continuity. Looking ahead to 2025, the 
club must balance ambition with effective governance. The 
lessons of 2024 emphasize the importance of retaining our 
commitment to members while also delivering on foundational 
responsibilities. As we build on this year’s achievements and 
address our challenges, we remain confident in the passion 
and resilience of the ANU Basketball Club community to  
continue thriving. 
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CAVINGBOAT
2024 was a landmark year for the ANU Boat Club as it turned 
60 years old. To celebrate this milestone the club organised 
a weekend of activities for alumni that included a gala jubilee 
dinner. 190 ANUBC alumni and members attended, including 
a strong representation from the 1960s. The club commenced 
its seventh decade of competition in strong shape. In 2024 
ANUBC athletes competed at the World Rowing Cup, Henley 
Royal Regatta, World University Championships, World Under 
23 Championships, the Head of the Charles, UniSport  
Nationals, the Head of the Yarra and Australian, NSW and 
ACT Championship regattas. Amongst the highlights three 
members, Hamish Harding, Caleb Antill and Anneka Reardon, 
represented Australia at the 2024 World Rowing Cup;  
Catherine Khan represented Australia at the World University 
Championships, and Harriet Wallace represented Australia 
at the World Under 23 Championships. At the Henley Royal 
Regatta in the UK ANU student Hamish Harding made the 
semi-final (top 4) of the prestigious Diamond Challenge Sculls. 
At the Australian UniSport Nationals Rebecca Jones won a 
gold medal in the women’s para single scull and Hamish  
Harding won a silver in the men’s single scull. 

Despite facing operational challenges over the past year, our 
club has demonstrated remarkable resilience and continued 
to flourish in several key areas. Our achievements showcase 
our unwavering dedication to both the caving community and 
the development of essential skills among our members. We 
successfully reworked our trip processes and requirements to 
enhance safety and efficiency. The Belay bar received  
re-certification, allowing us to maintain our weekly Single 
Rope Technique training sessions. Our vertical skill  
development program, unique within Australia, continues to 
be a cornerstone of our club’s identity and a valuable resource 
for members. Community engagement remained strong 
throughout the year, with the club organizing 20 successful 
caving expeditions. 
Our year culminated in a memorable formal dinner in Ballroom 
Chamber, complete with Secret Santa gift exchanges and an 
impressive charcuterie spread. 
We’ve made significant investments in our equipment  
inventory, purchasing new harnesses, helmets, and rope while 
maintaining our existing gear in excellent condition. All club 
equipment is well-maintained and ready for use, ensuring 
safe and enjoyable caving experiences for all participants. 
The introduction of new merchandise and the incorporation of 
club designs into new overalls have strengthened our visual 
identity and with plans for a new round of designs for the year 
to come! 2025 will be our “year of discovery” as the club plans 
to return to more obscure caving locations and branch out 
beyond our usual tunnels. We are planning to host even more 
trips, including to Tasmania, and continue regular weekly 
trainings open to beginners.   
 

A special initiative in 2024 was a 24-hour row by Liz Blower to 
raise money for a new women’s eight. Liz’s row attracted 123 
sponsors, so that the club can order a new eight in 2025.  
Another significant milestone was the installation of a world 
class launching pontoon on Sullivans Creek. ANU Sport and 
the National Capital Authority jointly funded the pontoon which 
is wheelchair accessible and non-slip in icy conditions. The 
club is enormously grateful for this excellent support from ANU 
Sport. In documenting the club’s achievements, it is important 
to acknowledge the work done by the Boat Club’s coaches  
and committee members. Despite all being volunteers and 
busy people away from rowing, they work really hard to make 
our club function. Thanks from all of us. 
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CRICKET

CHEER  
AND 

DANCE

2024 was an amazing  
year for both the ANU  
Cheerleading Club and ANU  
Competitive Dance Team, 
which merged in November 
to form the brand-new ANU 
Cheer and Dance Club!  
Both clubs had an incredibly 
successful year, starting 
strong with Dance’s Open 
Hip Hop team achieving 1st 
place at their season  
opening competition. 

Additionally, ANU  
Cheerleading’s Level 1 & 
2 University Cheer team 
placed 5th in the country at 
nationals, an amazing result 
to round off a very strong 
season. The club was also 
honoured to receive multiple 
Blues Awards, as all of the 
2023 Level 1& 2 University 
Cheer athletes received 
half-blues for their nationals 
win the previous year, our 
Open Hip Hop team was 
awarded the Breakthrough 
Performance award, and 
our president received ANU 
Sport’s award for Volunteer 
of the Year.  
 
In 2025, Cheer and Dance 
could not be more excited 
to continue our success and 
represent ANU on the  
national stage. 

Dance was able to compete 
in our first ever UniSport 
Nationals in Canberra, in a 
back-to-back week that saw 
each of our dance teams 
compete at both UniSport 
Nationals and AASCF 
States, where Cheer’s Level 
1 & 2 University Cheer team 
continued to lead the region, 
taking home State  
Champions in NSW/ACT. 

At the time of writing, the ANU Cricket Club has had one of 
its most successful seasons after it broke a 27-year drought 
by winning a 1st Grade premiership when the team defeated 
Tuggeranong in the 1st Grade John Gallop Cup Final. This 
was an outstanding display as the team had to come from 4th 
on the table and played both their finals matches away from 
home to record an exciting win over traditional powerhouse, 
Weston Creek before downing Tuggeranong in the final. The 
last 1st grade premiership win for First Grade was the 1997-
1998 season. A real drought-breaker. And to forge even more  
success, the 2nd Grade team also defeated Tuggeranong 
in the final at ANU North Oval to record a rare 1st and 2nd 
Grade double. Plenty of players stepped up and this could 
be seen as Jake Smith, Felix Bennett and Dave Dubey were 
rewarded for their efforts with selection for the ACT Comets 
representative team in the national Second XI competition.  
 
The ANU women’s team was again well led by Aimee  
Slocombe and Viv Field. The women’s team has continued to 
improve and made the T20 semifinal, after topping the ladder, 
which was played on the Australia Day long weekend with 
many players absent. They then just missed out on the  
one-day finals by one win.  

The other grades introduced a lot of young players to the club 
and the club again had many students throughout all grades.  

Once again, the preparation of the three home ANU ovals was 
outstanding. ANU North and ANU South are easily rated as 
two of the best ovals in the competition. Our thanks to Green 
by Nature for their dedication to producing the best pitches in 
Canberra. Our thanks also to Greg Badcock and Lukas Santi-
non for their preparation of the O’Connor Turf oval which has 
become a pleasure for ANU to play on, and will hopefully see 
more use in coming seasons. The season has been a success 
on the field, but off the field the club has been harmonious, 
with the committee helping create a positive environment and 
our captains and coaches bearing the greatest load and  
guiding our players and teams throughout the year. 
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MEN’S 
FOOTBALL

FENCING
2024 was a year dominated by UniSport Nationals coming to 
Canberra - and the ANU Fencing Club showed up in force at 
every event. Throughout the event, the ANU Fencing Club  
won gold in men’s sabre and bronzes in men’s sabre teams 
and women’s foil. We punched well above our weight with 
these results, competing with and defeating universities 
with greater resources, more fencers and better access to 
coaches. This was assisted by the excellent supporter turnout 
cheering-on our competitors - thank you to everyone who 
attended in that capacity! ANU fencers have also competed  
in a number of other state and national competitions and  
accordingly, three of the top-ranked fencers in the ACT are 
from ANU. We plan to build on this success by organising 
more competitions, both internal and inter-club throughout 
2025, to maintain this competitive edge.

In our 63rd year, ANU Men’s Football Club maintained it’s 
position as the largest men’s club in the ACT, fielding a total 
of 25 teams and representing the club in Capital Premier 
Leagues, Capital Leagues, and Masters. With so many teams, 
we continue to set the standard for culture and competition. 
We also continuously play in the best spirit of the game, 
something that firmly sets us apart from other clubs in the 
capital. On the field we had a huge season! Of our 25 teams, 
an amazing 18 made finals. 9 teams went on to make grand 
final appearances, resulting in 7 Championship wins,  
including Capital Premier League Under 23; Capital Leagues 
1, 2, 3 and 10; Masters Over 35 Div 2 and Over 45s! It is hard 
to understand how exceptional (and rare) of a result this is. 
Collectively, we dominated, we squeezed through penalty 
shootouts and extra times and defended resolutely –  
congratulations to all teams for setting the benchmark in their 
respective competitions. Not only is success of this kind  
unheard of, but now more than ever, it is clear that the ANU 
lads dominate the capital both on and off the pitch. In 2025, 
we aim to reproduce this success on the pitch, and off it  
continue to build the life-long friendships that is what the Club 
is truly about and keeps lads coming back year after year! 

On a more mundane note, the club has continued to renew 
our gear stocks in response to wear-and-tear, focusing on 
purchasing new wires, blades and other components we are 
unable to repair ourselves during our semesterly gear-audit 
events. The club is also continuing to run sold-out beginner 
courses each semester to prepare new fencers for  
competitions. These courses are always a huge hit, and it’s 
always an exciting time at the club when the beginners join for 
the first time! 2025 is looking like a strong year for the club. 
Attendance at training is high, people are already planning the 
competitions they’ll attend throughout the year, and with the 
success of our 2024, morale is high. If you’ve ever thought 
about trying fencing - now is the time to give it a go! 
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FUTSALWOMEN’S 
FOOTBALL

ANU Women’s Football Club continues to lead the way on 
participation in sport in 2024 with a National Premier League 
(NPLW) squad of 40 players and twelve teams competing in 
the Capital League competition. Our NPLW squad, in only its 
second year, continued to develop, play with spirit and display 
a culture of passion and inclusiveness that is central to our 
Club’s values. Several teams made finals this year, with our 
Capital League 5 Sharkies winning their division – this after 
having been promoted from Division 6 the previous year! 
This season the Club focused on financial sustainability and 
participation, and through the support of our volunteers we 
were able to run another successful Summer 9s competition 
in conjunction with the Men’s Football Club. We also ran a 
number of successful events including Come & Try Day, our 
annual Trivia, Pride round, and Olympics watch parties. 

Through these activities we were able to build the culture of 
the Club on and off the field, aligning with the Club’s values. 
The Club wouldn’t be able to succeed without the support of 
its sponsors, we would like to thank all of them. In addition, a 
special shoutout to Heather Reid AM who is a founding  
member of the Club and provides the Heather Reid AM  
Bursary. This Bursary provides financial assistance for  
ANUWFC players who require support with their registration 
fees, which helps to ensure that financial hardship is not a 
barrier to women (cis and trans) and non-binary people playing 
football. As we look towards 2025, financial sustainability and 
good governance continue to be focusses, as well as  
supporting all our teams to succeed on and off the pitch

ANU Futsal Club had an incredible 2024, providing  
experiences and opportunities to club members and players 
in both competitive and community aspects. We entered five 
teams into the Winter Social Competition organised by Capital 
Football, with each team competing in different divisions 
(Men’s Div 1, Div 3, Div 4, Div 5 and women’s Division 2).  
The Women’s team had an excellent season, winning their  
division. Men’s Division 3 also had an impressive season, 
where they managed to advance all the way to the finals. One 
of the most significant achievements for our club was having 
a team represent both the ANU Futsal Club and ANU at the 
UniSport Nationals, which were held in Canberra. This experi-
ence gave our players the opportunity to showcase their talent 
in one of the biggest university sporting events in Australia. 

We also registered one team for the Reserve  
Division and another for the 1st Grade Division in the  
Capital Futsal League, which started in September and ran  
until mid-December. Alongside our participation in various  
competitions, we were involved in several community  
engagement opportunities. The club organised a fundraising 
event at Bunnings by selling barbecue sausages to the  
community, which was a huge success. This fundraising effort 
helped us cover some of the costs for entering the Capital 
Futsal League. Overall, it has been a fantastic year for the  
ANU Futsal Club, with amazing achievements on the field,  
great support from the community and a strong sense of  
teamwork within the club. Our success in 2024, shows how 
much effort, dedication and passion every club member,  
player and committee member of ANU Futsal Club has put in. 
We look forward to continuing this momentum and seeing  
what we can achieve in the future. 
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WOMEN’S 
HOCKEY

MEN’S  
HOCKEY

Another year, another few 
steps forward. All in all, 2024 
was a pretty successful year 
for the club. No premierships 
yet, but we’ve come a long 
way in the last few years. 4 
teams in grand finals (equal 
best since 2014), 5 teams 
in finals behind only central 
(best since 6 teams in 2014), 
Brophy Medal for Kaito 
Tanaka (first ANU player to 
win since 2002), UniSport 
Nationals winners for the first 
time since 1984. First CL2 
grand final (for a long time, 
if you know don’t keep it to 
yourself). Renewal of key 
sponsors SDAS, Yowani  
and a strong portfolio of  
donations. Lastly but not 
least, the club was named 
ANU Sport Club of the year. 

In no particular order, there 
were several factors that 
contributed to our results; 
current and former junior 
players turning into senior 
team staples; fantastic 
recruitment and retention 
across the top grades; and 
additional coaching and 
stronger turn out for SL 
grades. There were good 
signs even before the  
season started. As team lists 
were being put together, for 
the first time in ages, we 
were forced to push players 
down the grades, not up. 
Where promising players 
were easily promoted, they 
had to work hard. I think this 
gives us the best chance of 
success in the long term. 
There’s still a lot we need to 
do to keep the club  
growing and turning these 
grand finals into wins.  
We look forward to  
continuing our success into 
the 2025 season. 

2024 was another excellent year for Hockey within the club, 
and for great activities off the field. We sustained our growth 
from 2023, entering 11 teams into the competition for a  
second year. All of our teams played excellently and during  
unibreak - where injuries and Europe holidays abounded - it 
was wonderful to see everyone work together to make sure 
every team got on the pitch each week; with some players 
playing 2 or 3 games a week. It was also a successful year 
for some of our teams - with many just missing out on finals. 
Congratulations to SL4 White and SL3 White who made it 
through to the first round of finals. Of course, the crowning 
achievement being CL2 coming away with both the major 
and minor championships - playing a jaw dropping grand final 
that showcased the high level of talent ANU is lucky to have. 
The Women’s UniSports Nationals team also competed in 
Canberra this year, placing fifth. Though the result might have 
not been what they were expecting, the comradery and club 
support for the home based competition was wonderful.  
 
The club had plenty of opportunities to socialise this year. 
Thank you to our wonderful social committee who put on 
excellent events with our sponsors The Hellenic Club and 
Yowani Bowling Club. The highlights of the year were Pride  
Bingo, Trivia night and Mental Health round, with each  
experiencing an excellent turn out. Thank you to the many 
people that made this year happen, and to all the club  
members who continue to make ANU the welcoming and 
encouraging place it is. A special thanks to all of our coaches, 
who have put countless hours out on the pitch every week; 
our umpires, who ensure that each game can go ahead; 
committee members and event volunteers, who have helped 
make sure that everything off the field and in the background 
goes ahead to make sure that everyone can have the best 
year possible. Thank you too to all our sponsors without whom 
the season wouldn’t be possible: ANU Sport, Physio Sport 
(O’Conner), The Hellenic Club and Yowani. 
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JUJUTSUJUDO
The ANU Judo Club caters for those interested in  
competition as well as those who merely wish to take  
advantage of the recreational benefits of Judo. Our sessions 
are generally divided into smaller groups according to  
participant proficiency so that our members can learn and 
practice techniques appropriate to their skill levels.  

The club trained on 109 occasions during the year spread 
over Tuesday and Thursday nights with additional sessions on 
Saturday afternoons. The club staged five five-week  
beginner courses over the year and attracted many “come and 
try” candidates, with over 30 taking the course and 21 of those 
subsequently joining the club to continue their Judo journey. 
11 club members took the brave step of entering  
competitions. Club members medaled at each of the three 
local ACT competitions. Six students attended the Unisport  
Nationals which was staged in Canberra. The club’s most  
successful competitor was member Zachary Gancarz who 
won gold in the Veterans’ at the Judo Nationals. 

Attendance was consistent all year and we were able to  
congratulate 21 members who were graded during the year. 
The club was active on the social scene and held four  
functions which included lunches and barbeques.  

The ANU Jujutsu Club kicked off training for the 2024 year on 
22 January, in the ANU Sport Dojo. In February, we launched 
our first semester introductory short course, which ran for 
twelve weeks through to May. Our club hosted a table for the 
Market Day event, where we received significant interest. 
Many new students joined the introductory course, learning 
the basics of Jujutsu over the following months. As is usually 
the case for our introductory short courses, some of these 
students have now joined as full members of the club and 
continue as part of our general training classes.  

At the start of Semester 2, we ran our second introductory 
short course for the year, starting in July. For this course, we 
tried something new – the course ran for just five weeks, with 
two training sessions each week. Students who enrolled in 
this course enjoyed themselves, and learned a lot of Jujutsu, 
in just half a university semester. In 2025, we will again be 
trialling this shorter, focussed introduction to Jujutsu for new 
students. 

At the same time as our two introductory courses, general club 
members continued with their regular training, progression,  
and gradings. In 2024, we had a total of 23 continuing  
members training throughout the year. This includes students 
who have completed the introductory course in previous years, 
ANU students who have graduated, and some students who 
have now been training for many years. Both the introductory 
short course members and the general club members enjoyed 
the benefits of learning from the club’s experienced honorary 
coaches, who are recognised under the National Coaching 
Accreditation Scheme, Daniel Parker (NCAS Level 3), and  
Neil Phillips (NCAS Level 4).  

The Morgan Ross Memorial Shield is awarded each year to  
the member who has made the most valuable contribution 
to the club. The Morgan Ross Memorial Shield for 2024 was 
awarded to Ben Bildstein, Club President. 
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KUNG FUKENDO
The ANU Kendo Club experienced a noteworthy year in 2024, 
marked by significant events, competitive performances, and 
increased membership. One important achievement was 
hosting the ACT Open Championships 2024 on March 2–3, 
which brought together over 100 competitors, referees, and 
volunteers from across Australia, promoting camaraderie and 
enhancing the club’s competitive energy. The presence of 
the club founder, Miyasaka Sensei, who traveled from Japan, 
was a highlight. Members were instrumental in organizing and 
competing, with an emphasis on junior member participation. 
Achievements included Juncheng Zhou winning the Novice 
Kyu Individual category, Team ANU 5 (Juncheng Zhou, Yuki 
Ota, and Kyuji Ota) securing equal 3rd place in the Mixed Team 
category, and Kyuji Ota receiving the Fighting Spirit Award. 

At the 2024 UniSport Nationals Kendo Competition, 13 
members represented ANU. The ANU Kendo Club focused on 
providing quality coaching and management resources for both 
Team UC and Team ANU, assembling the largest  
coaching team to date and conducting 10 squad training  
sessions. Team unity and support were notable, both during 
and outside competitions. 

Significant performances included Joyce Fan (1st Kyu),  
Team ANU Captain, placing 3rd in the Kyu Grade Women’s  
Individual category, and Yuki Ota (2nd Dan), Taisho of the 
Men’s Open Team, earning the Fighting Spirit Award. 
 
Furthermore, 16 members represented ANUKC at the NSW 
Kendo Championship 2024 in Sydney, with Team ANU 
achieving victory in the Kata division, represented by Jane 
and Charlie. The beginner courses in Semesters 1 and 2 were 
successful, focusing on quality instruction and integration into 
the club, resulting in 19 participants from Semester 2 officially 
joining the club. 

The club participated in outreach activities such as Market 
Days, ANU Sport Pop-Up events, the Canberra Japan Club 
Spring Festival, and the ANU Japan Club Welcoming Events. 
Participation in the Canberra Nara Candle Festival was  
another significant outreach effort, introducing Kendo to a  
wider audience and engaging with the local community.  
Membership reached a new high, with 77 members at the 
close of the 2023-2024 financial year, including 38 ANU  
students, setting a club record. By December 2024, the club 
had 73 members. The year 2024 was a significant period for 
ANU Kendo, paving the way for further growth in 2025. 

The ANU Kung Fu Club is a self-defence orientated martial arts 
club for students and members of the ANU Sport and  
Recreation Association. We strive to be a modern, combative 
art — an integrated combat system that combines striking, 
grappling and weapons defence strategies from a variety of 
ranges and situations. Progressive in our approach to training, 
we emphasise effective fighting methods and concentrate on 
the rapid acquisition of practical techniques. We don’t train 
specifically for sporting events, although some of our members 
have competed at national and even international levels. We 
have an active club membership, train every week of the  
academic year, and engage in frequent social activities as well. 
Our students are expected to nurture a club atmosphere of  
mutual respect and cooperation. We are non-competitive, and 
no grades or coloured belts, are awarded. We offered  
introductory courses in both semesters this year.
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2024 was a landmark year for the ANU 
Mountaineering Club. Over 250 trips were 
conducted, and the club was greeted with 
a high influx of new members. The ANUMC 
also took the opportunity to invest in new 
equipment across all our outdoor activities, 
and also provide our members access to 
free or subsidised technical courses. This 
success would not have been possible with-
out the leadership of our executive team, 
being:  

	● Hiroki Nagasaka, President 
	● Nat Walkom, Vice President  
	● Massie Mahmoodi, Treasurer  
	● Piper Mules, Secretary  
	● Faith Stellmaker, Social Officer 
	● Oliver Medd and Ahmad Atthara,  

General Officers 

In line with an increase in club revenue, 
the ANUMC re-established its Adventure 
Fund Grant. The grant allows for members 
to pitch large trips that would otherwise be 
cost prohibitive and was awarded to two 
of our members to attend a white-water 
kayaking course in New Zealand. Those 
members will, in turn, bring new skills to the 
club and share their experience with our 
members in the years to come.  

Every year, the ANUMC awards one of its 
members “The Axe,” our highest award  
in recognition of dedication and  
commitment to the club. The Axe was 
awarded to Terry Murphy in 2024 to mark 
more than a decade of his efforts in  
maintaining the ANUMC’s kayak fleet,  
and for leading countless trips with us.  

The year saw a continuation of the club’s 
traditional activities, beginning with a  
welcome barbecue for new members  
hosted in O-Week. Members took part in 
ongoing climbing trips that included  
ventures to Arapiles and the Alpines of  
New Zealand, as well as “slide nights,” 
where opportunity is given for people to 
present PowerPoints and boast about 
recent trips to others. Headlining the year 
was the ANUMC’s Annual Cocktails on the 
Castle event, where participants endure a  
grueling ascent, carrying formal attire, fine 
food and instruments with them for dinner  
at the peak. 
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RUGBY UNIONNETBALL
The Netball Club experienced an outstanding year, achieving 
285 memberships. Our internal mixed competition on Tuesday 
nights saw unprecedented participation, with 18 teams  
contributing to an electrifying atmosphere in the sports hall. 
Additionally, our ladies’ competition on Friday nights, though 
smaller in team numbers, fostered a kind and positive  
environment each week. 

Our external ladies’ teams competing at NCNC on Saturdays 
also had an exceptional year. Notably, our division 2 team 
emerged as grand final winners. We are currently planning to 
expand our external squad to four teams by 2025, aiming to 
include more players and further develop the club. 

2024 was another successful year for Uni-Norths Owls. 3rd 
grade defeated Wests to win back-to-back premierships. Our 
Women Premier 15s and 4th grade also made grand finals, and 
2nd grade were knocked out in the preliminary final. While the 
club enjoyed success at a team level, we also had a number 
of players who achieved individual recognition. The highlights 
being Siokapesi Palu, Tania Naden, Ashley Fernandez, Lydia 
Ratu Kavoa and Faitala Moleka being selected for and playing 
for the Wallaroos; Toby Macpherson and Harvey Cordukes 
played for the Australian Under 20s; Charlie Cale making 
his Wallabies debut; and Iris Verebalavu represented Fiji. A 
range of both mens and womens players also represented the 
Brumbies in various teams during the year. Siokapesi Palu 
received further recognition at the Rugby Australia Awards late 
last year when she was named Super Rugby Women’s Player 
of the Year. At the same awards, Toby Macpherson was named 
the Junior Men’s Player of the Year. The club continues to do 
more to better connect with our Indigenous and Pasifika  
communities. A key element of this was the unveiling of our 
Pasifika jersey during 2024 (following on from the Indigenous 
jersey in 2023). Our people were also recognised for their 
contribution to rugby in the ACT. Meilani Salale was awarded 
the Anderson Trophy for Sportspersonship and Richard Taplin 
was awarded the HS Quinn Trophy for Services to Rugby at 
the Brumbies Awards night. 2024 was a good year for the club. 
2025 holds a lot of promise and there are sure to be exciting 
developments on and off the field. Hoot! Hoot! 

The intervarsity season was equally successful for the club. 
With UniSport Nationals held in Canberra, we were fortunate 
to enter four netball teams—two mixed and two ladies—into 
the competition. We organized an intervarsity training day with 
Sydney University, UTS, Macquarie, and UNSW, where our 
teams traveled to Sydney for practice games. This event was 
highly successful, and we hope to replicate it in 2025. UniSport 
Nationals itself went well, with all teams performing admirably 
in their respective divisions, while the club consistently  
demonstrated a positive culture and attitude. 

We are enthusiastic about our growth prospects in 2025 and 
look forward to another successful year. 
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SCUBASAILING
It’s been another fantastic year for the ANU Sailing Club! 
We’ve had plenty of time on the water, competitive racing,  
and great social events that have brought both new and  
experienced sailors together. Our racing calendar was 
packed, with members participating in Tuesday night Twilight 
Racing and Saturday races with the YMCA, and Tuesday 
night Spring Sailing with ADFA, just to name a few. We were 
also proud to send two teams to the UniSport Nationals, 
representing ANU at a competitive level and gaining valu-
able experience on the national stage. We welcomed many 
newcomers to the sport through our successful Try Sailing 
Days, where beginners had the chance to experience sailing 
and explore the variety of watercrafts available at the club. 
Our dedicated training officers ran engaging beginner courses 
over two consecutive weekends, giving participants four 
fun-filled days on the water. Some sailors even progressed to 
green membership by the end, a great achievement for those 
just starting their sailing journey.

The ANU Scuba Club had a productive and engaging year in 
2024, with a mix of diving and dry-land activities that  
strengthened our community and skills. While we completed 
fewer dive trips compared to last year, weekend dive trips 
remained the heart of the club. These outings gave  
members the chance to get out into the ocean, explore 
diverse underwater environments, and encounter incredible 
marine life. These trips continue to be the foundation of what 
makes our club special. Unfortunately, we were unable to 
organize a Great Barrier Reef trip this year, but we are excited 
to be planning one for the coming year. A major highlight was 
the acquisition of our new dive boat, which has already been 
taken out on several successful trips. This addition has been 
a fantastic asset to the club and will enhance our ability to  
organize future excursions. In addition to diving, we  
introduced more land-based activities to keep members 
engaged and improve safety awareness. We held a series 
of “Scuba Chats” on campus, where members gathered 
to discuss various aspects of diving safety and technique. 
These sessions were well received and provided a valuable 
opportunity for knowledge-sharing within the club, as well as 
a welcome chance to socialise! We also ran a pool session 
focusing on surface skills and self-rescue techniques. This 
highlighted the importance of strengthening our members’ 
snorkeling proficiency, as well as their ability to handle  
emergency situations in the water. Improving these skills will 
be a focus moving forward to enhance safety on future dive 
trips. As always, the Scuba Club remains committed to  
fostering a strong and adventurous diving community. We 
extend our gratitude to our members for their enthusiasm 
and participation throughout the year, and we look forward to 
another year of exploration and skill development in 2025. 

Off the water, we kept the fun going with social events,  
including a memorable bonfire night that brought the  
community together. These events have been a great way 
for members to relax and connect beyond sailing. Of course, 
it hasn’t all been smooth sailing—behind the scenes, we’ve 
been working hard to improve the club’s structure and 
operations. This year, we updated our constitution to better 
reflect the club’s needs and ensure smoother governance. 
We’ve also worked closely with ANU Sport to improve our 
club’s facilities and overall member experience. While this 
might not be the most exciting part of running a Sailing Club, 
it’s essential for keeping everything afloat! Looking ahead to 
2025, we’re excited for another big year! A huge thank you to 
all our members, volunteers, and supporters who have made 
this year such a success. We can’t wait to see you on the 
water in the 2025-2026 season! 
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SWIMMING & 
WATER POLO

SNOWSPORTS
ANU Snowsports has had a fantastic 2024, marked by strong 
community spirit and unforgettable experiences on the slopes! 
We kicked off the year with a bang at O-Week, welcoming a 
surge of new members eager to dive into the snow season. 
Our Welcome Drinks and Team Dinner fostered early friend-
ships, setting the stage for a year filled with camaraderie. Our 
Commencement Ball was a definite highlight, showcasing the 
club’s vibrant social scene and bringing everyone together for 
a night of celebration. Our commitment to our major trips was 
unwavering, and we delivered some truly memorable  
adventures. Our beginner’s trip was a resounding success, 
introducing 18 individuals to the thrill of snow sports and 
fostering a lifelong love for the mountains. Our annual trip to 
Hotham saw 50 members enjoy an incredible week of fun and 
adventure, making the most of the Tanderra Lodge and  
creating lasting memories. The joint social trip with UC, 
though slightly smaller in scale, was still a resounding  
success, showcasing the dedication of our executive team in 
providing a fantastic experience for all involved. While Snow 
Nationals didn’t go ahead, our focus remained firmly on  
creating incredible opportunities for our members to hit the 
snow. Despite variable snow conditions, ANU Snowsports 
members embraced the winter season, and 2024 as a whole, 
with enthusiasm and a spirit of adventure. We’re incredibly 
proud of the strong community we’ve built, the new  
friendships forged, and the unforgettable experiences  
shared. We’re excited to see what the future holds for ANU  
Snowsports in 2025 and beyond. 

The past year has been an incredible one for the ANU  
Swimming and Water Polo Club, with standout performances 
across multiple competitions and continued expansion of our 
swimming program. In 2024, we proudly competed in three  
major Water Polo tournaments: UniSport Nationals, the  
Canberra Cup, and the Water Polo ACT Summer competition.  
At Nationals, our men’s team delivered an impressive  
performance, securing 4th place, while our women’s team  
fought hard to finish 9th. One of the year’s biggest highlights 
came in the Canberra Cup, where our Men’s First Grade team 
claimed the championship title, with Nate Ellinthorpe earning 
MVP honors. Our Women’s team also had a fantastic campaign, 
finishing as runners-up after a fiercely contested final.  

Looking ahead to 2025, we aim to further strengthen our  
swimming program by introducing a third, more competitive 
weekly training session. We also remain committed to fostering 
a strong water polo community through our competitive teams 
and our inclusive “Social Sundays,” welcoming players of all  
skill levels. During the 2023-2024 Water Polo ACT Summer  
competition, we fielded First and Second Grade teams in both 
the Men’s and Women’s divisions, showcasing the club’s depth 
and dedication. We also partnered with Woden Waves to form a 
Junior Women’s team, further strengthening our presence in the 
local Water Polo scene. Building on this momentum, we have 
already begun the 2024-2025 season, now fielding an  
additional Second Grade Women’s team to support the  
development of our junior athletes. Our swimming program 
continues to grow, with regular social swim sessions providing 
opportunities for members to stay active. Many have also taken 
on new challenges in open-water swims, and we were proud to 
see club members participate in the Sri Chinmoy Triple Triath-
lon. We are keen for the next year, which promises continued 
growth, with more members and an even wider range of events. 
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TENNISTABLE TENNIS
In addition to our regular sessions, the club has been actively 
engaged in various events and competitions. On May 25, 
2024, we successfully organised and hosted a tournament 
open to both members and non-members. The tournament 
featured two draws: one for casual/advanced players and  
another for intermediate/advanced players. The ANU Table 
Tennis team also participated in the Black Mountain Battle 
against the University of Canberra (UC), where we faced a 
narrow 6-7 defeat, although matches were very close.  
Importantly, the club proudly sent both a Men’s and a  
Women’s team to compete in the UniSport Nationals  
Competition in 2024. While neither team secured victories 
against other universities (except against UC), the Women’s 
team came remarkably close to winning a medal on  
several occasions. Competing against high-calibre players 
from across Australia was a valuable experience, and the 
teams enjoyed the opportunity to improve their skills  
throughout the week. Looking ahead, we hope to collaborate 
with UC next year to enhance our chances of success in the 
UniSport Nationals 2025.  

Additionally, the club made two essential purchases:  
emergency balls to replenish our stock and equipment for club 
members. Given our current needs, we aim to acquire a net 
for the idle ball machine. Long-term goals include replacing 
some of our frequently repaired tables (many thanks, Scott, 
and Lenny) and expanding our facilities to utilise an entire 
hall rather than just half a court, contingent upon an increase 
in membership and adjustments to our pricing structure. We 
have had ongoing annoyances with non-club members, partic-
ularly with the annual loss of balls. However, we are grateful 
for the secure storage chest for club-specific equipment and 
the implementation of the new key tracking system. Looking 
ahead, the future of the ANU Table Tennis Club is promising. 
We plan to keep our regular social sessions while continuing 
to offer competitive opportunities for all our members. 

2024 has been a busy year for the ANU Table Tennis Club, 
primarily focusing on providing social sessions for members 
three times a week (Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
3-5pm). We are pleased to report that from last year our 
membership numbers have remained relatively the same. We 
are also encouraged by the increasing diversity of our players 
and skill levels, with our club remaining committed to fostering 
a welcoming and inclusive environment that supports the par-
ticipation of all Table Tennis enthusiasts. However, we have 
continuously met challenges in enforcing membership due to 
the club’s small size and the fluctuating attendance of players.  

The strong growth and participation within ANU Tennis Club 
continued once again into 2024 across the wide range of ac-
tivities we provide, with our numerous weekly sessions, social 
events, and competitive opportunities all yielding great turnout 
and positive outcomes. Our 4 weekly sessions, which range 
from beginner to advanced and from social hitting to competi-
tive match play, continued to form the basis of our club’s activity 
by providing regular tennis across a wide range of our mem-
bers’ demands and interests. Our social calendar was once 
again bookended by our O-Week ‘First Hit Day’ and end of year 
Tenny’s celebration and awards night, both of which attracted 
their usual high levels of engagement and participation. Beyond 
this, we held numerous smaller events throughout the year as 
well, including watchalongs for major tennis events such as the 
Olympic final, social drinks at Badger, and a variety of themed 
Tennis sessions throughout the year. Our bi-annual ANU Open 
Tennis tournament was once again held with great success 
on both occasions across the whole range of events, includ-
ing open singles, women’s singles, open doubles, and mixed 
doubles. 

We had six first-time winners across both events, highlighting 
the continued growth of very talented players within the club. 
Many of these players also took their talents down the road 
to the Canberra Tennis Centre to represent ANU at UniSport 
Nationals, with both teams posting some strong wins through-
out the week of competition. The club also continued to field 
numerous teams in Canberra’s pennant competition, the 
Canberra Tennis League, with multiple teams bringing home 
victories in their respective divisions, ranging from Division 1 to 
Division 8. Finally, ANU Tennis Club once again sent down a 
strong contingent to the annual Bateman’s Bay Open in June, 
with a large amount of competitive matchplay by day (inducing 
two event wins) and Roland Garros viewing by night making for 
a perfect long weekend of tennis. 
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ULTIMATE 
DISC

VOLLEYBALL

2024 was a successful year for ANUUC. The club ran  
regular training and participated in several tournaments across 
Australia. Notably, we sent teams to Bathurst, hosted a hat 
tournament and an indoor tournament, and had a standout 
performance at UniSport Nationals, where ANU placed 3rd.  
The club kicked off the year by hosting a ‘hat’ tournament,  
providing rookies with an introduction to competitive play. We 
sent three teams to the Bathurst Stampede, including a mix of 
ANU students, alumni, and associate members. The ANU  
Indoor Tournament, which featured 8 teams, was another  
highlight. The pinnacle of our year was UniSport Nationals, 
where our team, supported by a fantastic coaching staff, 
secured 3rd place—a fantastic result that showcases the hard 
work and dedication of our members. Throughout the year, we 
held a number of social events, including dinners, barbecues 
when training was cancelled due to weather, and social  
gatherings during tournaments. The end-of-year event,  
Frisball, held at Dear Prudence, was a fantastic success,  
offering a final opportunity to celebrate the club’s achievements 
and recognise those who made significant contributions.  

The year 2024 was a highly successful one for the ANU  
Volleyball Club (ANUVC). We had a total of 119 members  
participating in various levels of competition, attending  
social volleyball events, and engaging in training sessions.  
Our membership included individuals trying volleyball for the 
first time as well as state representatives. 2024 also saw  
significant interest in representing ANU at both UniSport  
Nationals and the Canberra Volleyball League (CVL).  

We continued to host our annual social events and, this year, 
we collaborated with the Basketball, Netball, and Water Polo 
Clubs for our commencement ceremony. This partnership aims 
to establish an annual tradition with these clubs. 

To foster a more inclusive culture, we established a weekly 
social Saturday volleyball event. This initiative received  
overwhelming interest, with all tickets sold out each week. 

2024 was also a year of impressive individual and team  
accomplishments. We were thrilled to see many new  
members join, particularly during the mid-year intake. The club 
continued to foster the development of players at all levels, 
from rookies to the talented Nationals team. Additionally, we 
are proud to have eight members or affiliates selected for the 
Australian U24 Ultimate Frisbee team, many of whom began 
their journey with the ANU Ultimate Club. These athletes will 
represent Australia at the U24 World Championships in Spain 
in June 2025, and we look forward to supporting them on this 
exciting journey. Congratulations Abdul-Qavi Siddique, Alex 
Sangah, Bronte Sleath, Dane Kluken, Grace Spratt, Justin 
Byron, Patrick Bethune and Saskia Blackburn. Looking ahead, 
the club will continue to prioritize a positive, inclusive, and 
respectful community. With strong foundations laid in 2024, 
we’re excited to see what the club can accomplish in 2025! 

Participants provided positive feedback, expressing their  
appreciation for a more relaxed environment. We aim to  
continue and expand this event further in 2025. 

The club sustained its popular beginner’s program, thereby 
promoting our passion for the sport to both returning and  
new players. On the competitive front, several members  
represented the ACT and participated in the Australian  
Volleyball Super League for Canberra Heat at the senior 
level. The club also maintained substantial participation in 
Canberra’s Open League, where our players secured medals 
in various divisions. Notably, we observed excellent player 
development in CVL despite the departure of many senior 
players from the club. 

The Volleyball Club extends its gratitude to all coaching staff, 
committee members, and players for their contributions to an 
outstanding year in 2024. 
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BEST BREAKTHROUGH 
PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR 
Open Hip Hop Team 
Dance

BEST TEAM PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR 
UniSport Nationals - Men’s Hockey 
Hockey

OUTSTANDING ATHELTE 
WITH A DISABILITY 
Saskia Newman 
Deaf Football

BEST INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE  
OF THE YEAR 
Sherilyn Tan 
Table Tennis

INDIGENOUS SPORTS AWARD OF THE YEAR 
Deklyn Reid 
Rugby & Interhall Sport

ANU SPORT 
AWARDS
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SPORTS STAR OF THE YEAR 
Poom Palakawongse Na Ayutthaya 
Fencing

CLUB TEAM OF THE YEAR 
ANUAFC Senior Women’s Team 
AFL

CLUB ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
Kaito Tanaka 
Hockey

PETER MCCULLAGH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
XIYUAN (Olivia) He 
Kendo

SMALL CLUB OF THE YEAR 
ANU Competitive Dance 
Dance

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
Sarah Power 
Dance

CLUB OF THE YEAR 
Men’s Hockey Club 
Hockey

COACH OF THE YEAR 
Jordan Kelly 
AFL

PETER MCCULLAGH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
John Larkings 
Kendo
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Harper Jackson
Victorian Yin
Eloise Field
Henry Moore
Cameron Slarks
Amity (Rory) Lorenz
Mischa Belunek
Luke Mccoy
Ciara Bowman
Sarah Fitzgerald
Ria Ronghe
Melissa Renard
Melissa Lee
Maryam Mobini - Kesheh
Charlotte Hansen

Finley Hegyi
William Darlow
Beno Branch
Sebastien Butler
Charles Crowley
David Nugent
Morgan Hart 
Jude Kennedy
Ruben Martin-Clark
Finn Mcclusky
Thomas North
Jake Smith
Thomas Willingham

ROWING 
Alex Perry-Dalton

QUADBALL 
Eloise Taylor

ULTIMATE 
Shunsuke Kiguchi

KENDO 
Joyce Fan

SQUASH 
Amber Chen
Damien GranetFENCING 

Maddy Coulthard
Alex Ladwig

WATER POLO 
Brady Nixon
Jean-Baptise Spahr

CRICKET 
Hayden Watling
Jake Smith

DISTANCE RUNNING 
& CROSS COUNTRY 
Bridget Lunn

CHEERLEADING

HOCKEY

Charlotte Fullarton
Angela Seymour
Kate Loynd
Chloe Yiannis
Jack Meehan
Shaylah Mcclymont
Monique Jeacocke
Heli Herede
Hana Mori
Gabrielle Meiklejohn
Fiona Lai
Felix King
Carol Benno
Bambi Boyd

HALF BLUE

SASKIA  
NEWMAN 
Deaf Football 

LAUREN YEE 
Hockey

RORY THORNHILL 
Hockey

HARVEY  
CORDUKES 
Rugby 

FULL  
BLUE

ISABELLA MOON 
Biathlon / Cross Country Skiing
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY SPORT AND 
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